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It was held in the spring, before tlie peasants left
for the high Alps, on the last Sunday in April or the
first Sunday in May.1 The place of meeting was
an open space, with the turf for a carpet, and with
only the boundless sky above, uiih'r Gotten freicm
Himmel. What more superb council chamber could
be conceived than such a one in these Alpine
lands ?

Attendance was compulsory,2 because on the day

and was, moreover, fined. To the present clay men attend the
Landsgemeinde wearing swords of very ancient patterns, evidently
heirlooms.]

1  [In Appenzell and Unterwalden the Landsgerneinde is held on
the last Sunday in April, in Uri on the first Sunday in May, and
in Glarus, if possible, during the month of May.    At Glarus and
Appenzell (Inner Rhodes) the  Lanclsgemeinden meet in an open
space in the town.    An excellent historical account, description,
and criticism of the Landsgemeinden is given by Hambert in Les
Alpes Suisse (Lausanne: F. Rouge, 1889).    M, Lefevre Pontalis has
described them as they exist at the present day in a pamphlet
called Lcs Assemblies pKnie-rcs dc la Suisse (Paris: F. Dentu, 1896),
and in the Figaro of the 28th of May 1894.    Prince Roland Bona-
parte contributed two descriptive articles on the subject in the
Figaro of the 28th May 1890, and in the Mt't'ncment of the 6th of
June 1890.

Mr. Irving Rich man, in Pure Democracy and Pastoral Life in
Inner Rhodes (Longmans, 1895), gives a vivid account of a Lands-
gemeinde held in Appenzell (Inner Rhodes), which, by the way, is
the only account I have ever seen of a Landsgemeinde held in the
rain. A Landsgemeinde is also described by Adams and Cunningham
in The Swiss Confederation, pp. 132-33 ; by Vincent, State and Federal
Government of Switzerland, pp. 106-114; by W. Boyd Winchester, The
Swiss Republic, pp. 101-107 ; and by MacCrackan, Teutonic Switzer-
land, chap. xi.

The description of Freeman in chapter i. of The Growth of the
English Constitution is classical (London, 1892).]

2  A fine was imposed in case of absence.    [Mr. Bichman, in his
book, states that a fine of five francs is still exacted in Inner
Rhodes; and in an article on Compulsory Voting (Le Vote QUiga,-
toire), by M.  Deploige,  in  the   Revue  Gene'rale   for March   1893